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AN OPEN LETTER TO FANIOM
by
Forrest J Ackerman

have st1ll not got over the surprise that you have voied me top fan agaln after
overal years of relegating me to sscond or third place. 1 particuwlarly don®t nnderstand
how this tock place when the polling was done in the east, which I think of ag"the enaomy
samp”. That is %0 say, statistliecally speaking it seems there are more pacple antagoniastic
soward things "I Co or say or don't do or say, there than elsewhere in the country. 356,
with the conventlon »acked with Fennsylvanla and Vew York people, 1t was startling to
mg % prove 8o popular.

1 read In some fanmag tho other day the opinion that o fan dcas
20t become popular by expressing too definate opinions adout anything. He hae %o avold
treading on toes, ha has to be one of the food Joes. He has to bo dinlomatic rather than
deciaive, He has to say yes so that it ‘could'be interpreted as no, and make no sound
comething 1like yress and I guess most of the time 1t would be hatter for him just to asay
snybée In other words the writer made it sound like 1f you were a leading fan you
vouldn't bs very articulate about the nexative or affirmative of anything very vital to
many other fans, - ko

Well, maybe in the next poli my rating will be shot all to hell and 1°11
tumble to 1Cth place or 20th or bs elimin.lnd ~licgether, I don't know, but I am no%
the loast bit interested in retalninz popularity at the expense of integrity. I have ale
ready epoken out sympathetically toward tic cclorsd peopla. There may go ry sonthern
censtituents., One of these days 1 am zo0in: ¢ 2% around to dafending sorme soclal oute
casts even more shocking than those with dark: -kins, But that must wailt another time,
Hight now I want to give you my reaction tc¢ a1 invitatlon I have declined:

I am not
having any part of the fan dept. that Namcl:ss Ziorias proposes to inaugurate. Fang, you
have conferred a certain honor on ma bty naming me your #1 favorite: Now for pgod's sake
(or Science's, if you prefer, as I do) li=i:a %4u vour old Uncla Acky?! ‘“hat good is it

golng to do to fandom to be publicized in Wamclugs Stories? What next-=astrology maga-
zines? ] would as lief solicit attentlon for 3 mag in an insane asylum. Editor Noname
has just about corraled all the crackpots in crsation; okay, let him keen them, croon teo
them, crow about them, if he®s that crazy for filthy lucre, and in this case I consider
the adjective applicable: it's on his cwn consclence, if he can concelvably have one any
longer; my ®asr brother died, ostensibly to jive this world a chance to be a better one,
and I would ba false to his memory to throw in my lot with frauds and fekdrs. Thoss
are my fealingrs, and they are costing me far more than lost egoboo as a fan: 43 sn agent
I could find Nameless Stories and Ditto Storles lucrative markets. if I'd kowfow to thelr
rerverted policies, tut I have made it very plain to my prospective clients that I wlll
not submit thelr mes. there, linyhe this sounds melodramatic--"Death beforas Diszhonox",
and 0ld chectnuts like that. Rather chestnuts than nutsl

A couple montha ago we ( the
actifens) were in no uncertain terms defamed as adolesacent, short~-pantsad sons=ofe

_britehss. by this charming chap-at-tha helm of Hopeless Stortews - Now he is 2kl swadtnees

nd liees In my opinion, he dnes not find his 2C million readers compensatien for the
fact that 200 of the kind of puys he nsed to be are in varying degrecs cgulnst him. How
many dollars does it take to make up for the fact that the opininon of sven cne person who
matters to you despisas you?
Listen: I have prodably lmemmthis individusl longzr than
any of yous I first heard of him when I waes in high school, back in 1930. Fo was in s
hospital then, and the embryonic fana of that ancient day were urged to wrlte %o i)
was one who did. We were correspondence friedds for a long time. Givlng the devil his
due, I frealy asdmit he did fine things once upen a time In the fan field. 4nd I was
quite elated for him when he wrote me the eensational news that he had becn chosen apg
cditor of the old aristocrat. He was very cordial at the Chicago Conventlon, and gen=
erous in donations-—-which I do not disparage, at the same time pointing out it ls no
great eacrifice on an editor's part to glve freely of his company®s properiy. as it only
rodounds to his popularity and the goodwill of hls publishers.
Then came Lemarlas
Namelass Stories' greatest mistake (from a fanancial standpeint) was in replacing Jack
larrow with Jack (mazuma, that 1s) Dero. And when Noname's tool sought to make a fool
out of me (and I guess he succeeded), hetrayed my trust in him as a truthful person and
stabbed me in the back by making me the innocent transmitter to fandom of the Insanity
Hoax=-THAT WAS AlL, brothers!
1f you are brothers. 1 have a sinking feeling fandom will
go ahead and cooperate with Nameless Storles on this fan dept. thing, despite this
earnest plea I make here to utterly igmore the overture. I feel in all likelihood thia
authcr who aims at inaugurating the fan dept. in Namsless Storias is just another Noname
stooge; at bes}._;izing him the benefit g{a;Ps_doubt and accepting him as sincsre, he is -
- 'f?%ﬁ": m— 3 - = -




My pod, who in their rlsht mind would have wantad to have ac

1¢ radis o
o e darpaniase whllse we ware at wgyr with them? Or done buslness with Hitlar? s
I feal, are in a small=but=irritting, unofficial way at war with this neisy, nolocne

nuisanss, Nameless Stories,
Fan magazines reviewed in Namelass Storles need notl cr=asct
fursher contributlions from ma
Bditors apreaslng Nameless Storles, nleass ¢o
nvor of omittinz my name entirely from the next poll, or voting me Worst Fan--oit
=would Le prefaradls to belng placed by you in a favorable light.

FORRBEST J A4CKUHHAN
19 Det 47
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A1 OPEN LETTAR TO FANDOM
by
Rog Phillips

Acky is entitled to hls opinion. We all are. He also has the right to expressz it in
public. And I regret very much that 1t is ontegonistic.

In a way this might be
callzd an answer to his oper letter %o fundem. It ien®t enough to snswar by sayingthet
his antngonism is parsonal rather then dictated by an honest and impartial opinion of
vhp® is Dast for fandom, thoush that might vary well be all there is %o his letter, when
1t is boiled down. Up to now I hgve had a ;rcat deal of resgpect for old Uncle Acky. Anc
his oren letter isn’t a bit like him, the way I had nictured him.

About the Insanity
hoax, = I think if a friend of mine of loar r4uniing wers suppnaed to have xgone insane,
rather than sitting down and writing leitarc 1ufonninr psonlo even as for awary as inge-
J

land about it, I would cateh the next rlane to ges vhat could do to help him and his

family. Since Acky confssses startinys ¢ !+ .7, it scemz to me he implicitly confesses
he saw what he thought a chagnes to kaile % 1. the back whan he was helplesge, and now
confesses 1t was a foul blow on someLody's 'l to trap him into making a forl dlov of
the worst sort. It reminds me somshow of I'-1,'s declaraticn of war on France in the last

wars 1 had not known who the spresder cf tha iqg-.nity runor was until Acky confegsed,
Now I knowe

So Ray is now all sweetnesze nnd Iians, huk? And I am his stooge? 1 Ray
ie all sveetness he would certainly not nurlish somathing at the end of the letter de-
pariment in Amazing on the stands during Fevembar; < something not very complimentary i~
him nor to fandem itself. And 1f anyone i¢ wlllies 1t is me, because I am going whele
hawg in palnting fandem in ita best 1light 10- the reoaders of Amazing Storles. Walt wnti’
you gea the firegt issue wlth the fan deparimante :

And as for my being a astooge, = in what
way? Bay had not the slighiest intention of giving in to Tandom. Risht now, if it worqs
for Doa Wilsen, primarily, hoth he and I would be forever opposed to fandor. Don, like
Acky, mskea miastakes once in a while. I was so surprised to see him reviev o story of
mine favorably that I wrote and thanked him. He anawered and expresssd thc desire to
the controversy between fandom and Amazine Stories smoothed out. That weg evon rore of r
9urgrisa@ ccnﬂidarlng what I knew about his past actione. I showed the letter to Ray

: Se5t-vay 10 smocth things would bhe to put a fon departiont ia Amazingg

I .

iis cngwer was, '"Why should I devote a whole department to two hundrod.uyc « ! nNS ;

themselves up as Judsges of what I should or should not do with my job? If I iigtonsg tr

their advice I'd have a circulatlon of exnctly 200, If I mut in o depnrtiment for them

or qhou+ them 1¢ will be something the other 179,80C reacders have tc p.y “or without
Vting anything out of 1t." He was risht, of course. But Don Wilescn narazisted. He -

urote ma another letter wishing there were something he could do to sisai,hiten cut the

meas. 1 showed that to Ray and repented my euzzestion. He save in. 4 mont n want by

-

I asked hinm what he was docing about a fan column. He said., " i%hing.™ I asked 7 he
soing to ret siaried on it soon. He said, "Why don't ygu do it?" Sc uﬂWk‘ﬂ hcw i) fihe

lie hag net laid down a single policy I should follow. Whan 1 asked how aich spuoo 2
couldékmve he sald, "As imich ae you need, but try not to take more than necesuir;.”

I asksd about the Shaver Lystery and suzzested that since fandom was so =zencitive abcutl |
i should keep 1t out. He agread. He has the rest of the magaxine and the lasdaer '
for that. I eugzzested not listing ths Shaver .ystery Clwh fapgazlne among the famzine:oc
agreade Hamling also agrees that it is not a part of fandom proner because it deale
only with Amazing Stories,

The column, you mightsay., is MIN®, Not Ray's nor fandem':-.,
In it I can do as I plense, and 1 WILL deo ae I please until I get fired frem 1t. I
covid be an ass and misuse it In o thousand subtle weys for enhamcing my own prastis
ond loreing this or that fanzine into line on the threat of crucifying them. I couls,
but I have no intention of =ven going as far ag some of ths fanzines themezlves and

in thatv direction. 7 ' 3
1 haven't tha sglishtest desire to rule any part of fondom. Iy sc le

objast and purpose in accepting the colwim ¥s to hulld up the membership of fandom and ¥
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the cirouletion of all of 1ts fanzinmes, and snecouragd its activities lepeorilallr.

Acky
piciurzs thae readers of Amazing as ineane, Hae selized gleefully on the ldan ¢f Tup bime
=alf being inpane, and broadcast it by letter, wire, and the NEG, (for all I ¥neow), so
“hat ghouls could fly te Chicago in spirit and parch on the 1limbs of a tree cutsics
Hai's‘padded cell. A THOUGHT just occurred %o me . o . As Wimohell would =By, "Husm,
Acky?t

As a matter of fact, only a fow hundred readors of Amazing are insane: For that
matier, only a few dozen of them ars -csna. Fandom doaan’t need to wworry sdleut tha
pans ores vecauss thet won’t joln fan:'am, They read a magnzing merely for enjoyanls
reading, = nothing elpe.

In my campalm for naw recruite into the files of fandom you
will be troubled inevitably with a few of the insane ones, just na Amazing Storise is nad
2ss beens  You have the right {and I hope you use it) to refuse admistance to your eircla
‘o these nuts. Don®t let them influence you or color ypour Judgement. Being amntanr
~ublicationg the fanzines can uven refuse such nuis s subscription, and thers will be
exough of the right kind respond to my sampaign, and thore will be enough of them qulte
wllling te contribute high quality articles und letterse, so that you can he as choome¥w
ag yow wiegh, Individually. YOU NEZD NOT AND SHOULD NOT BE INFLUNNCED BY THRE4TS FROM
ANY SCURCE AT ANY PIKZ,

Acky says that if yow pralse.or mentlon the Zan department of

Amazing Storles rou will be APFZASING maging, By that he of course means that if yowr
side 1n with him rozardleee of whaether ho io right or wrong in his orasy stand dicsated
b wovnded vanlty, selfwexposcd hehini~the-sonznes rumor atarting of tho lovest sort, and
backed By hia war cr; to rally round the mur'voted most popular 1n fandom just a shyort
month ago, you will be rated by HIN ap having a high sense of lo al% and = high moral
8 tandaxd. —

4nd for &ll of you to know and judse. Ackerman alone spread the rumor hat
day was insane. He did it knowing full wall that if such were the caee motually, Ray
could have jone to a good hospital for &2 lizans and in all prebubility returned %o

public life entirely cured and abkla to rocmma his poaition in soclety and public life
UNLESS THAT PGSITICN HAD BEEN TORG 10| U7 5L « ACKABAN, THAT la the man you voted
most populsr. But you didn't kncw, o Impw pow from Acky's own typewritera

Shonld I
counter by threatening to boycott anl itk nny fmnzine that aides with him? Should I
accuse anyone who sides with him of concdonlnz hls mest doospicable act? }Q.

I am not
going to threaten or cajole anyone. J sny tint if you want to, carry on with Ackerman,
any of you that care to. Any of you ithnt CC ro% want your f:nzine mentioned in my fan
column need only say so and 1 will reapaci your wish, And if at any time you change your
mind you will find me willing to let the paci ¢ la.

iIf I em a stooge. tool, or dupe, I am
iese so than Aoky'e brother whe diad to bwin, nggca and justige to Fan. Por your infore
matlon Ray's VLrother also died 1n the samo vor.  You will not find Ray using his
brother's shroud as a battle emblemo Yoo lo. 8,

Lcky should have read the lest stanza
of ODE TO A COUSE and then torn up his onan l:tiaer to fandom. He should have hidden his
secret of beiny sclely respénsible for the lapanity Hoax in the lonelisst aravye in that
faery cemetary of his mind and lef% 1% there. I pity him. I could not rossitly face my
friends now if I were in his shoea. I would be oo ASHAMED,

ROG PHILIIZS
icte 23, 1947
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Pandem Spenka is ublished monthly at 428 xain, El Segmndo, Calilornla, by Haxw “ard and

Jesk Clements, Thls supplementary issue gratis. Regular rates 10/ psr copy, twelve

igsu3s {one year) $1.00,

This is a special supplement to Issue 42, rublished Saturday., 25 Oct 47, rniled that

nighi, no doubt. Issue #3 will be out 8 Nov,
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